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Dear Families of Children joining Luminous Oak Academy in September 2026, 
 
Transition Thursday Letter 7: Free School Meals, Transport and Uniform 
I hope you are all well and enjoying the summer holidays. This is the seventh and last of our 
Transition Thursday Letters to help you and your child get ready for starting at Luminous Oak 
Academy (LOA) in September. You can find all our letters here and I will be in touch again towards 
the end of August to share pictures of your new and fully furnished school!  
 
Free School Meals 
Further to my letter last week, I have been assured that you can now select Luminous Oak 

Academy from the drop-down menu on Online FSM Application. A reminder that the rules for Free 

School Meals are changing and so please do apply to check eligibility. As well as providing lunch, 

they also help us give extra help to children who need it.  
 

Transport 
This week I have shared your individual Transition Plans with each of you. Everyone will be 
following a similar pattern of 1 hour and then up to 2 hours in the morning and afternoon followed 
by a review. I met with the Hampshire Schools Transport team this week and they will be looking 
to provide full time transport for all pupils from 21 September. You can apply here: HCC Transport. 
The 30 June deadline does not apply as HCC know that your place has recently been finalised.  
 
If you intend to drive your child to and from school, you may be eligible for a Personal Transport 
Budget which is a payment made in advance that allows you to arrange flexible travel for your 
eligible child, instead of using transport provided by the County Council. I have noted the answers 
to some Frequently Asked Questions at the end of this letter. 
 
School Uniform 
Wearing school uniform helps pupils feel part of our school community and ready for the school 
day. We also understand that many of our pupils have different sensory needs, so our uniform has 
been designed to be flexible and comfortable. Families can choose from a range of suitable 
uniform options, including plain, unbranded items that match our school colours. We also 
recognise that buying uniform can be expensive, which is why only two items are branded. Our 
aim is to help every pupil feel comfortable, confident and ready to achieve great things. 
 
Pupils should wear… (all unbranded uniform is available in Asda, Tesco’s etc) 

Primary School (up to and including year 6) Secondary School (Year 7 onwards) 

Sky-blue polo shirt (LOA or plain) Navy blue polo shirt (LOA or plain) 

Plain navy blue sweatshirt, cardigan or school jumper (LOA or plain) 
Plain black, dark grey or navy blue school trousers or joggers, knee length shorts or skirt 
Any coloured sensible shoes or trainers and any coloured socks 

https://www.luminousoak-academy.net/Transition-letters/
https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schooltransport/apply-for-school-transport
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schooltransport/personal-transport-budgets
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schooltransport/personal-transport-budgets


   

 

 
At Luminous Oak Academy our pupils grow strong roots, find their voice and learn to believe that they can 

achieve great things. 

PE Kit 

Plain black t-shirt and plain black shorts, skorts, joggers or leggings 
Trainers suitable for sport and outdoor activities 

Branded items need to be ordered before 14th August to be ready for September from Skoolkit. 
 
Things we ask pupils not to wear 
To help keep everyone safe and comfortable, we do not allow pupils to wear: 

• Boots, open-toed shoes or heels 

• Jewellery, apart from a watch and small stud piercings. All jewellery must be removed for 
physical activity and Creative Arts and Technology subjects  

• Long false nails 

• Hooded tops (apart from on the 8 or 9 and the 17 or 18 September, when you can come 
into school wearing your own clothes!) 

Finally, our pupils will explore, play and create. Because of this, we ask that valuable items are 

kept at home. Things can sometimes be lost or damaged during a busy school day, and we want 

to avoid any unnecessary worry for children and families. 
 
Please label everything 
Children can sometimes misplace jumpers, coats, water bottles and PE kits. Please make sure all 
clothing and belongings are clearly named – you can use a Sharpie pen or buy labels that stay on 
in the washer and dryer. This makes it much easier for us to return lost items to their owner and 
will save you money when those lost jumpers find their way back home! 
 
Helping your child get ready 
You can help your child feel confident about starting school by: 

• Trying on their uniform before September. 

• Making sure shoes fit comfortably. Walking around the house in thick socks and shoes 
helps! 

• Practising getting dressed independently if needed. 

• Talking positively about starting at Luminous Oak Academy. 
 
For full details about our uniform expectations, please visit our Uniform  page on the school 
website.  
 
We would be grateful if you could talk to your child about these expectations before they start at 
Luminous Oak Academy. Helping them understand what to expect will help them settle more 
easily into school life. If you have any questions about uniform or need support obtaining any 
items, please contact us by emailing admin@luminousoak-academy.net. 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming your child to Luminous Oak Academy very soon. In the 
meantime, please stay safe over the summer holidays.  
 
With thanks and best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Louisa Paston 
Principal 
 

https://www.skoolkit.co.uk/school-uniform/1489
https://www.luminousoak-academy.net/Uniform-Policy/
mailto:admin@luminousoak-academy.net
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achieve great things. 

Frequently Asked Questions about Transport 
 
1. Where can I find general information about School Transport? 

HCC Information for School Transport users and Behaviour-Code-of-Conduct-sen.pdf 
 
2. Will my child be on School Transport on their own? 

No. Your child will be placed with other pupils from Luminous Oak Academy. 
 
3. Will my child be travelling with pupils going to other schools? 

No.  Your child will be placed with other pupils from Luminous Oak Academy only. 
 
4. Can my child use their phone on School Transport? 

Yes, as long as they follow guidelines of: 
- use headphones to listen to any audio 
- access age appropriate content only 
- do not take any recordings: video, photo, audio 
- do not access any offensive material 
Once at school, devices will be switched off and placed in secure lockers for the day.  

 
5. Will my child be travelling with a Passenger Support Assistant? 

No. Passenger Support Assistants are only provided in exceptional circumstances, for 
example, if your child currently suffers from epileptic seizures. 
 

6. Will my child be able to meet their driver before school transport starts? 
No. Where possible, photos of drivers will be shared with pupils to support transitions. 
 

7. Will my child always be in the same car with the same driver? 
School Transport works hard to develop relationships with taxi companies which are known for 
their high levels of service and consistency so that the driver and vehicle will be the same. In 
some cases, for example illness or availability of a vehicle, changes may happen and we 
always do our best to prepare children when possible.   

 
8. What if my child is late to the taxi? 

We all know that children hate waiting at the best of times and so, to support all pupils, taxis 
will wait for up to 3 minutes before moving on to collect the next pupil.  
 

9. Can my child eat their breakfast in the taxi? 
There is no eating or drinking in any of the taxis however breakfast items will be available at 
school.  
 

10. What will happen when my child arrives at school? 
We have asked taxis not to arrive too early to reduce waiting time for pupils in cars. At 
08:45am and at 09:45am on Wednesdays, staff will open the taxi doors to greet pupils and 
walk into school together.  
 

11. When will I find out what time my child will be collected from home? 
This is typically shared towards the very end of August and may be in early September.  

https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schooltransport/travel-arrangements
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/transport-home-to-school/Behaviour-Code-of-Conduct-sen.pdf

