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Dear Families of Children joining Luminous Oak Academy in September 2026, 
 

Transition Thursday Letter 4 
Re: Frequently Asked Questions 
I hope that you and your families are well.  I have met with lots of pupils recently and I 
wanted to take this opportunity to answer two of your most frequently asked questions. 
 
Do we have homework? 
We do not set regular homework at Luminous Oak Academy because we believe 
children learn best when there is a healthy balance between school, home, and 
wellbeing. During the school day, pupils are taught, practise new skills, and receive 
support, so most learning is completed in school. 
 
After school, we want children to have time to: 

• Relax and recharge 
• Spend time with family and friends 
• Enjoy hobbies and interests 
• Read regularly - reading at home is one of the most important ways to build 

learning and imagination. Daily reading strengthens vocabulary, understanding, 
and a love of learning. 

 
In Years 10 and 11, homework may be introduced to help pupils prepare for GCSEs, 
build revision habits, and develop independence, but it is always purposeful and 
manageable. 
 
Is the work hard? 
At Luminous Oak Academy, we believe learning should challenge you in the right way. 
Sometimes the work will feel tricky and that’s a good thing! It means your brain is 
growing and you are learning something new. You will be supported by staff and friends 
to persevere, be ambitious and build your confidence. 
 
Our Learning Tree Curriculum makes sure you feel safe, supported, and ready to learn, 
so even when something is difficult, you have the courage to keep going. 
 
The work isn’t about being too hard. It’s about helping you to: 
 

• Try new things 
• Think deeply 
• Keep going when it’s challenging 
• Feel proud of what you achieve 

 



 
At Luminous Oak Academy our pupils grow strong roots, find their voice and learn to believe that 

they can achieve great things. 

We believe you can achieve great things and we will help you every step of the way. 
 
Department for Education Update 
I am delighted to share that we are now registered with the Department for Education! 
This will be our last letter shared via your school and we will now be contacting families 
directly. We will continue to share our updates with schools so that they can support you 
for the remainder of the term.  
 
With thanks and best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Louisa Paston 
Principal 
 
 
  



 
At Luminous Oak Academy our pupils grow strong roots, find their voice and learn to believe that 

they can achieve great things. 

 
Some more information about our Learning Tree Curriculum 
Our curriculum is all about helping you grow and succeed in the future. We help you 
become confident, independent, and ready for the world.  
 
We want you to: 

• Feel happy and safe  
• Take responsibility for your choices 
• Believe in yourself and have a voice  
• Be ready to adapt when things change 

 
Staff are here to guide and support you, and together we learn how to face new 
challenges like technology, changes in the world, and looking after ourselves and others. 
 
We are helping you become strong, confident learners who can handle anything the 
future brings. 
 
First, we grow strong roots. 
Our Core Foundations are our 
school environment, the way 
we do things and our shared 
values: Perseverance, 
Acceptance, Ambition, Courage 
and Kindness. These help you 
feel safe, supported, and ready 
to learn. 
 
Next, the tree grows strong 
and tall. 
You begin to learn important 
skills and knowledge that help 
you: 

• Take responsibility 
• Solve problems 
• Work through tricky situations 
• Create new ideas 

These are called transformative skills because they help you grow and shape your 
future. 
 
The arrows around the tree show what learning looks like every day: 

• You anticipate (think ahead and get ready for challenges) 
• You take action (try things, learn, and keep going) 
• You reflect (think about what went well and what you could do better next time) 

 
At Luminous Oak Academy, learning happens everywhere, not just at a desk. 
This means you will: 

• Try new things 
• Learn from mistakes 
• Work with others 
• Be proud of your progress 


