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Dear Families of children joining Luminous Oak Academy in September 2026,
Re: Welcome to Luminous Oak Academy

| hope that this letter finds you well. On 12 May, we were inspected by OFSTED and
they confirmed that they were happy with how the building and our preparations are
continuing. We had been expecting to receive the go ahead from the Department for
Education a week after this, at which point Luminous Oak Academy would be officially
named on your child’'s EHCP and we could start our transition process. We continue to
wait for this go ahead and so | want to take this opportunity to reassure you that work is
continuing in the background, and we still expect to open in September 2026.

Firstly, | warmly welcome you to the Luminous Oak Academy community. Sending your
child to a brand new school, that you have not yet been able to visit, is a big step.
Thank you for entrusting us with your child’s education. We are committed to creating a
nurturing environment where every pupil can thrive.

Secondly, whilst we are not yet able to obtain a transfer of information from schools, we
have been working with schools to attend Annual Reviews and other meetings in which
we can start to build a picture of your child. Our priority is to ensure each pupil feels
safe, valued, and understood and that our families feel heard.

Thirdly, we continue to add information to our website and Facebook page. You can find
out about school transport and uniform for example. From this week onwards, we will
post a Wednesday Facebook update and a Transition Thursday letter to share key
information. This could include information and tips about support, upcoming events, as
well as activities that you might want to try at home to help your child manage the
transition to a new school. You can find our letters on the website.

Finally, we understand that not being able to visit the school before September makes it
particularly difficult to support our pupils with transition. Transition will be gradual and
time in school will increase over time in the Autumn term, much in the same way that
pupils start in Reception. We have shared our approach to transition with this letter. We
look forward to meeting you and your child in the very near future.

With best wishes,
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Louisa Paston

Principal
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At Luminous Oak Academy, our pupils grow
strong roots, find their voice and learn to believe
that they can achieve great things.
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Getting ready to start school

Starting at Luminous Oak Academy is a gentle, i
step-by-step process that helps children feel safe, build
confidence, and become happy, independent learners.

Building familiarity first

« In September, at Growing Connections Visits,
pupils and parents/ carers will be invited to visit
the school, explore the classroom, and meet
staff.

« We will share information and transition visuals.

Strong relationships with
families
« On 3rd September, you are invited to a Parent
& Carer Information event.
« We arrange time to talk and get to know each
other as well as home visits (where helpful).
« Regular updates keep you informed.

Phased start

Pupils will:
« Start in small groups.
« Attend shorter or less sessions initially.
« Build up to full-time attendance over a few
weeks.

Getting to know your child

« We listen and observe carefully.

« We use existing school information balanced
with pupil and family voice.

« Support is personalised from the start.
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Our values are:
« Perseverance M
¢ Acceptance
e« Ambition
e Courage
e Kindness



